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STATE EMERGENCY SERVICE WEEK — WEAR ORANGE WEDNESDAY 

Statement by Minister for Emergency Services 
MR R.F. JOHNSON (Hillarys — Minister for Emergency Services) [12.02 pm]: I take this opportunity to 
inform the house that this week is National State Emergency Service Week and that today is Wear Orange 
Wednesday or “WOW Day”. As I look around the chamber, I see a number of my parliamentary colleagues 
supporting the work of our SES by wearing an orange lapel pin. National SES Week and WOW Day are 
celebrated across Australia to recognise the dedication and commitment of the SES volunteers that protect their 
local communities. 

In Western Australia, there are more than 2 000 dedicated and committed SES volunteers who leave their homes, 
jobs and loved ones without hesitation to help other people when disaster strikes. Over the past year, SES 
volunteers have faced the devastating floods in Carnarvon, widespread flooding in the Kimberley and 
Goldfields, and destructive thunderstorms in Perth, Northam and York. Volunteers have made themselves 
available 24 hours a day, seven days a week, and travelled far and wide to help those in need—even helping the 
Queensland community after it was hit by cyclone Yasi. 

This coming year will once again be a busy time for SES volunteers, with severe cyclones predicted for the north 
west of WA and requests to the SES to assist police with searches and rescues inevitable. The Liberal–National 
government is committed to supporting our emergency services and the individuals who stand behind them. 
National SES Week is the time for people to show their appreciation for the contribution made by this 
tremendous group of people to keep our communities safe all year around. 

This morning, I had the pleasure of officially attending the launch of WOW Day and watched as SES volunteers 
showcased their skills by guiding a number of media personalities and sportspeople 20 metres down the iconic 
belltower in a celebrity abseil challenge. Although my feet stayed planted firmly on the ground, I watched in 
admiration as the brave participants scaled over the platform and down into a boat, entertaining many city 
commuters on their way to work. 

A number of city landmarks will be showing their support this week, with the belltower, Council House and 
Trafalgar Bridge near the Old Swan Brewery all being lit up in orange. A series of other activities are being held 
in both metropolitan and regional areas throughout the week, culminating with the SES awards ceremony this 
Saturday evening to honour the state’s finest SES volunteers. 

SES volunteers are ordinary Western Australians. They are mothers and fathers, brothers and sisters. They are 
people who go to everyday jobs and young people with study commitments, but they do extraordinary things. In 
the midst of their busy lives, they make the time to train and gather skills so that they can drop everything when 
emergency strikes and dedicate themselves to the protection of others. 

I encourage everyone to come together as a community during National SES Week and join us in extending our 
gratitude to all the men and women who put on their orange overalls to help others in times of need. 
 


